THEIR  VOICE  IS   HEARD

labour, estimates the number of Untouchable chifflren
of school age as lOjOOOjOoo.1

Sir Hari Singh Gour is the next member to secure
the floor, demanding that the scope of the resolution
be again widened :

... I do not . . . limit the granting of special
facilities to the depressed classes and the untouch-
ables. I hope that the Government of India will
realise that they owe a larger responsibility to a
wider circle of His Majesty's subjects in this
country which I have mentioned, namely the
backward classes, peorjle to whom on account of
social thraldom, on account of age-long custom, or
various other reasons facilities for education have
not been given to the extent they should have
..been. . . .2

He is interrupted :3 'On a point of information,
Sir,3 says his interrogator. 'Does my honourable
friend include women among the backward classes ?'
Sir Hari replies :

I am afraid the women of India are more de-
pre^ed than the worst of the depressed classes.
My friend will remember that in the villages the
pater familias say, 'I will give education to the
boy because he will be able to earn his living and
bring back home salary or wages, whereas the girl
is good for nothing, she will go into another family
and why should I give education ?'*

1 Legislative Assembly Debates, February 23rd, 1928, p. 702.
a Hrid.9 pp. 704-705. For biographical note se----------*-